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A n n u a l  R e p o r t

Community Helping Place 

address with care and compassion, the
needs of the people of Lumpkin County by

delivering services that strengthen and
transform lives. 

Our Mission



Opening the 
Anne Green Free Clinic

When we set out to build a new facility for our free
clinic at the end of 2020, we knew it was a bold
statement to say that this project would be completed
in one year. Not only was the entire world reeling from
the COVID-19 Pandemic, but the real estate prospects
weren't too promising for us! Like the "Little Engine
that Could," we embarked on a mission akin to "we
think we can!" and God provided and surprised us with
the amazing reward of this new facility! Thank you all
those who made this endeavor possible.

Exam Room Dedications:
In Memory of: Bradley Graham, Dr. Brown Dennis, Hoyt & Mary
Robinson, Richard Archer Oglesby, and Milton and Guyrene
Bowling, Frederick Q. and Norma W. Carver.
In Honor of: Dr. Donna Whitfield, Dr. Gene Westmoreland,
Dahlonega Sunrise Rotary, Ralph & Carole Prescott.



What we have learned along the way is that
miracles come 
to us in many forms. 2022 began with the
Grand Opening of the new Anne Green Free
Clinic building, a facility that doubled our
previous treatment space. This building was
dedicated on January 9, 2022, to the Glory of
God and in memory of the late clinic pioneer,
Mrs. Anne Green. By August of 2022, we had
doubled our patient load, set an all-time
high of new clinic patients and expanded
our services to offer physical therapy, case
management, transportation to 
     specialty care, nutrition education, and a
Healthy Hearts initiative, in addition to our
existing acute and chronic healthcare
services, dental program, free counseling,
vision clinics, and prescription assistance.
And, because we truly were blessed with
more than we could ask or imagine, one of
the (Anonymous) Foundations that made
this clinic possible, offered us an extra
blessing. This foundation offered us an
additional $50,000 to pay down the debt on
our Rock House Facility. Because reducing
overhead was a major goal for us, these
partners came alongside us during 2022 to
help us make this dream a reality. And in
November of 2022, after working to set aside
the remaining funds, we officially paid off the
mortgage of the Rock House, meaning that
100% of your donations go straight to the
work the clinic is doing. 

Ephesians 3:20
Now all glory to

God, who is able,
through his

mighty power at
work within us,
to accomplish
infinitely more
than we might
ask or imagine. 

More than we could
 ever imagine!

Our Thursday Crew



Growing food.
Growing hearts & minds.

Our newly launched outreach initiative "Well Read and Well Fed"
partnered with Lumpkin County Schools, Family Connection,
Lumpkin Literacy, The Dahlonega Woman's Club, The Retired
Teachers Association, The Torch Church of God, Christ Family
Church, and Concord at Dahlonega to deliver summer reading
material and healthy food to hundreds of families throughout the
summer. With special thanks to school board member, Lynn
Sylvester and her retired school bus, this program touched lives,
inspired volunteers, and will continue in the future. We are blessed
and proud of this new initiative! These projects made possible in
part by a grant from the Emerson Collective. Thank you! 

CHP team member, Patrick Kelly,
worked in the spring and summer to

improve the soil of our community
garden, increase opportunities for
recycling and promote sustainable

practices within our thrift store.
Because of Patrick's efforts, we are

positioned for a big harvest in 2023 and
we have reduced our environmental

footprint!



 USDA Guidelines               
 to packaging and
distributing food,
counseling clients,
weighing food donations
and even one of our
newest operations- home
delivery. This serves clients
who have transportation
or mobility issues
preventing them from
visiting our food pantry. 

Debi Holloway, Director of
Client Services, wears more
than a few hats at CHP. The
easiest way to describe her
role might just be to say she
manages all client services,
except for the medical ones!
Debi, along with a small
part-time staff and an army
of faithful volunteers,
oversee the Food Pantry,
Emergency Assistance,
Client Transportation, The
Summer Food Program and
The Spirit of Christmas! This
powerhouse team handles
so many important details
from following

 Client
 Services

 In 2022, we added one more service, thanks to
local benefits consultant and Rotarian, Marlin
Nelson (Pictured left). Marlin sets up shop once a
week in the food pantry to assist seniors and
those with disabilities in accessing low or no-cost
health benefits. In 2022 alone, Marlin has assisted
over fifty eligible clients with applying for benefits
. 

It Takes a Village



Jill asked if there was any way our clinic
team would see these young patients,
and if we did,  how to transport and
communicate effectively. Thankfully, our
volunteer doctors like Ruth McAffreey
and Dr. Gene Westmoreland are not
concerned about the age or
qualifications of the patient- they just
want to help those in need. We were also
happy to let Jill know that we have two
staff members at CHP who speak
Spanish fluently, and offer free
transportation for those in need. Even
better was the fact that one of our nurse
practitioners - Gabby - happened to be in
the clinic that day and is also a Spanish
speaker. In less than fifteen minutes, CHP
staff member Linda Sanchez had
contacted the children's father and
made arrangements to go and pick
them up and bring them to the Anne
Green Free Clinic. Two hours later, the
children had been treated, and received
antibiotics to help them get well. Best of
all, this family was now connected to
appropriate helping resources right here
in their community. 

In the parable of the Good Samaritan,
Jesus answers the question: Who is my
neighbor? Our neighbor is not always
the one who lives right beside us or
across the street. Our neighbor is anyone
who God brings into our path. The
Gospel instructs us to love our neighbor
in their time of need, without concern
about our own personal sacrifice.
Working together for the good of those
who are suffering is the heart of what we
do at CHP. Our heart is to help, and our
partners and volunteers make this
possible every day. 

Working together for
the good of those

who are suffering is
the heart of what we

do at CHP.

The school resource officer had to
transport the child home to keep from
spreading germs to other children. At
the home, the resource officer learned
that the family had no way to take the
child to the doctor and that there was
also a younger sibling in the home with
possible strep throat

             hen we all work together . . . 
Community Helping Place is blessed to
have 86 partners working along side us to
help those in need in our community.
These partners include businesses and
churches who lend a hand to our clients,
as well as other agencies that we are
blessed to call our friends. We consider it
an honor to work with so many.
A few months ago, we received a call
from one of the Family Connection
Advocates working in one of our local
elementary schools. She was seeking help
for a new to our area family, lacking
transportation and not speaking English.
Jill, the family advocate, explained that
the family was trying to establish
residency, living with relatives, and
although the children were in school they
had no access to medical care. Jill told us
that one of the children was very sick
with possible strep throat, and was too
infected to stay at school. 

W

The Gospel instructs us
to Love our neighbor 



vehicles for 
families 
in need

CHP partners
provided 3

13,973 Total individuals
served by CHP 

$5200416
Children 

At a Glance 

238,486
Pounds of food
Distributed by 
Volunteers. through
the food pantry

Baby and personal
care items provided
to clients

$64,664.50
Total emergency financial
assistance provided 

$1,035,000

Free transportation
provided for

96 people

Over 

514

Served through
the Summer 
food program

Spirit of 
Christmas 
served246

6709

families 

Providing 

Pounds of
holiday food

2022 

of free services provided by the
clinic. 4710 total medical
encounters.  2386 volunteer

hours



Many Thanks
This work wouldn't happen without you! 

Achasta Ladies Club Inc.
AEMC Trust Operation RoundUp
ALT Ventures LLC
Humble Candle & Picnic Cafe
American Bail Bonds Inc.
American Endowment Foundation
Amicalola EMC
Amicalola Operation Round Up
Appalachian Contracting Services
Appalachian Gold LLC
Auraria Community Club
Aviation Consultant Services LLC
Bessie Mae's Cabin
Buck Jones Charity Foundation
CAA Software, Inc.
CAF America (Charities Aid Foundation of
America)
Chestatee Real Estate
City of Dahlonega
ConnectAbility
Consolidated Gold Mines Inc.
Cranberry Corners
Creekstone Church
Crown and Bear 
Dahlonega Baptist Challengers Sunday School
Class
Dahlonega Baptist Church Pathfinder Sunday
School
Dahlonega Baptist Tel Sunday School Class
Dahlonega Chiropractic Life Center
Dahlonega Fitness Center LLC
Dahlonega General Store
Dahlonega Ministerial Association
Dahlonega Presbyterian Church
Dahlonega Sunrise Rotary Club
Dahlonega United Methodist Church
Dahlonega Veterinary Hospital
Danah Photography

DBA CONDUIT4GOOD
DockCo LLC
Edward Jones
Fidelity Charitable
Foothills Family Medicine
GCCN Inc.
Georgia Mountain Food Bank
Georgia Power Energy Assist
Grace Valley Pest Control
Healthcare Georgia Foundation, INC.
Horne & Edelberg PC
Hospital Authority - Lumpkin County
J. Bulow Campbell Foundation
J. Douglas Parks PC
Jack Bell Attorney at Law
Joe Dickman Grading & Hauling, LLC 
JTEKT
Keystone Investment Resources
Kiwanis Club Of Dahlonega and Lumpkin
County
Kroger
Law Office of Andrea Conarro LLC
Lumpkin County Board of Education
Lumpkin County Farm Bureau Chapter
Lyle Carlson Sales Inc.
M. Lynn Young Attorney At Law
Mathis Brothers Garage
Maximum One Premier Realty
McDonald's NE GA, Inc.
Microsoft - Benevity Matching Fund
Monday Small Group
Moore's Hardware and Building Center
MT. Gilead Baptist Church Breaking Bread
Ministry
National Foundation for Philanthropy
Network For Good
North Georgia Aluminum Inc. 



North Georgia Community Foundation
Northeast Georgia Health System
Northern Trust Charitable Giving Program at
the Chicago Community Fundation
Northside Hospital Forsyth 
Oak Grove Baptist Church Sunday School
Pfeiffer Revocable Trust
Phi Mu Sorority
Red Barn Vet
RefrigiWear Inc.
Robertson Cobb Robertson Holding
Rotary International Club of Dahlonega
Scouting Arts
Sigma Tau Delta
SilverMoon Electric

For a complete list including individual
donors, or to become a donor, please

visit our website at
www.communityhelpingplace.org

to our partners and
very special friends at 

St. Elizabeth's Episcopal Church
St. Peter Lutheran Church
St. Vincent DePaul Society
Studio Jewelers 
The Democratic Party of Lumpkin County
The Fountain Church of God of Prophecy
The Legacy Link, Inc. 
The Shakespeare Charitable Fund
TOPS GA 9567 Dahlonega
United Community Bank
University of North Georgia Foundation Inc.
Unusually Fine Women
Walnut Cove Creek Farm
Wells Family
Wesley Chapel United Methodist Church
West Carpet Sales
Windstream Services II LLC

THANK YOU
Scan here to
 learn more



Our thrift store allows us to generate revenue for our operating
programs, while providing jobs for those in need. The first use of all
donated items is to support our outreach programs. For example, any
medical supplies or unexpired medications go directly to our free
clinic. Wheelchairs or walkers are never sold, but given to anyone in
need. All food that is donated goes to our Food Pantry, as well as new
personal hygiene supplies and baby items. Those in need of household
goods, clothing, shoes, furniture and appliances are provided vouchers
to receive these needed items in accordance with availability and
genuine need. Other merchandise is available for sale in our store, and
100% of the sale proceeds fund the operation of our various services.
New and collectable merchandise can be found in our online thrift
store on e-bay, which has allowed us to generate additional funds for
our services, with lower operational costs. 

Thrift Store

Items can be brought to:
 1127 Hwy 52 E 
Dahlonega, GA

 
Call: 706-867-9621 for more

information on how to donate
items

 

Phone: 706-867-1885
Main Store Hours: Mon-Sat: 10-6

Annex Hours Mon-Sat 10-5
Sunday: CLOSED



Ways to Support CHP

Vehicle donations
Golf Cart
Dental X-ray equipment
Shelf-stable food
Fresh eggs, meat and produce
Diapers, baby formula and personal care
supplies
topsoil and mulch for garden
outside tables for clinic building

 

 

Donate items
to meet needs

in our
community

Become a
monthly

supporter

$25/ month provides three 90 day prescriptions
for a patient at the clinic.

 
$50/ month provides one week of groceries for a

family of four.
 

$100/month provides financial assistance to cover
a household's power/water bill for one month.

 
$250/ month provides access to emergency aid

for patients with acute medial needs ( i.e.:
EpiPen's, inhalers, etc.)

 
$500/month provides one month of rent relief for

two families.

 

2023 Donation Wish List

Items can be brought to CHP:
 1127 Hwy 52 E 
Dahlonega, GA

 
Call: 706-867-9621 for more information on how to donate items

 

Contributions can be
mailed to CHP:

PO BOX 712
Dahlonega, GA 30533



Meet the Team 

When you love what you do, you never
have to work a day in your life

Paula Payne Erin Cook Debi Holloway
Director of Development 

and Operations

Melissa Line
Executive Director Clinic Director Director of 

Client Services

Barbara Williams
Thrift Store Manager

Brad Blakek
Counselor

Linda Sanchez

Blue Barry
Director of Pest Control

Vision & Dental Coordinator Case Manager
Chandler Girton Chrissy Holton

Patrick Kelly Kevin Ritz 

Client Services Assistant

Donations Donations

Patty Nice

Joshua Llanas

Sandy Grizzle

Emily Martinez

Thrift Store Clerk

Thrift Store Clerk

Thrift Store Clerk

Bookeeper

Not Pictured 

Sue Neil 

Thrift Store Clerk



Father John
Hamilton

Brian Hinkel
Chair

Secretary

Barbara Day Miller
Vice Chair

Ron Larson
Treasurer

Board of Directors 

Robyn Adams David Baker Shelly DinsmoreCasey Caine Dr. Melanie
Dunlap

Kathy Galbraith Kay Hall Patricia Jarvis Pam Jones David Luke

Rev. Robin Parr Susan Roach Rebecca Varner Alice Moore
Wherry



The 2022 Tomato Sandwich Supper for the Anne
Green Free Clinic was a huge success on July 21,
raising $48,000 toward the goal of providing free
medical and dental care for those in need in our
community. Over 120 volunteers like Judy and
Antoinette  (pictured left) make this event happen
by hosting, cooking, serving, collecting money,
directing traffic, and slicing delicious desserts.
Thank you to our wonderful team of volunteers for
the gift of your time toward this great cause! 

          This year's Gold Party was a          
 celebration honoring the past, with

remarks by Dahlonega Mayor, JoAnne
Taylor, a glimpse at the work we are doing

today, and a message about the
transformational work we hope to
accomplish in the future. With 243

enthusiastic guests and a fabulous meal,
this year's event was a great way to

celebrate the accomplishments of our
wonderful community of volunteers and
supporters! Save the date for next year's
exciting event on September 29, 2023!

TomatoSandwich
Supper

15th Annual 

Celebrating the past, present and future 

2022 Annual Gold Party



Why I give to CHP ..
Our story of giving to CHP comes quite simply because someone
asked. We then began the education process of what CHP
actually does in our community and we realized we had to give
more because the needs are so great as they are in most
communities in our country. As CHP has grown, so has our giving
because we see and hear the uplifting and heartbreaking stories
of people just like us that need a hand. We believe we can be a
part of that hand and truly consider it an honor to do so. Archie
and I truly believe that the most important and impactful way to
make our community a better place for all the people who live
here is to participate as much as possible in giving to CHP. We
know that less families go hungry, more people have access to
healthcare that would not have a possibility of local healthcare
without CHP, and so many more benefits that are available to
everyone in our community in need.

At any given time in our lives, there is the possibility that any
of us could find ourselves in a position of lacking daily basic
needs. It is by God's grace that we have the resources we are
blessed to have and it is in gratitude to God for all He has
given us that we support CHP.

Why I give to CHP

scan QR code for ways to give

Archie and Bonnie Bowling



When my kids were all about six years old, I remember 
the amazing growth that took place as they lost their
 baby teeth, and those big, goofy-looking adult teeth 
took their places. My mom  calls it the “gawky stage” 
when those little faces and little bodies suddenly have 
teeth that seem so out of place and extra-large. 2022 
felt to me a bit like the “gawky stage” for Community 
Helping Place. We saw unparalleled growth in every possible 
program, and sometimes the growth was happening so fast, all we 

A Word from our
board chair 

A Word from our
Executive Director 

This year I want to focus my comments on the people of CHP.
Starting with the People We Serve - 2022 was a very challenging year
for many in our community. The volume of activity increased across
all our programs. Our Community Navigation Services served 2,500
households this year – a 40% increase from last year. For the first six
months of 2022 our Food Pantry served an average of 177 families.
The average for the last six months was 256 - a 45% increase. 

Our Medical Clinic provided a total of 4,700 services, an increase of 25% from the
prior year. Our staff at CHP continue to amaze me with their positive attitude,
resiliency, and creativity. A key component of the People Delivering our Services is
our Volunteer Staff. In 2022 our Volunteers contributed 7,600 hours of their time to
support CHP and members of our Community. Finally, we could not do what we do
without all of you – the People that Support CHP. My thanks to all for your donations
and support of our Fundraisers and special thanks to those who have set up
recurring donations. I would also like to highlight the team that helps with our
Christmas Ornament. This team dedicates hours of their time each year coordinating
the photography, design, and research of the selected location. My thanks to Jack
Anthony, Jon Mehlferber, Thomas Scanlin, and Sharon Hall. The CHP Christmas
Ornament has become a Dahlonega tradition and this team has been key to its
success.  
I am honored to continue in my role as Board Chair for CHP for 2023 and look
forward to your ongoing support. 

could do was smile a big, goofy grin and lean into the changes. One thing has     
not changed: Our commitment to meeting needs and transforming lives! The
economy might be challenging, resources are more scarce, needs are more
complex, but with God’s amazing grace, we keep on adapting and building to
meet the needs of our neighbors facing hardships. As we reflect on another
amazing year, I am abundantly thankful for our Board of Directors (creative,
resourceful, always focusing on the positive) our Staff (energetic, tenacious,
abounding in love) our Volunteers (compassionate, willing, gracious) and our
Donors (generous, open-hearted, full of hope for the future). Because of you,        
we have so much to smile about, and even more to look forward to. 

Joyfully, Melissa Line, LMSW, Executive Director 
 


